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Carnegie Fuels Scottish Tarmack Rally Championship

Round 9 Beatson’s Building Supplies Mull Rally pre-event report

A lot of very excited and enthusiastic rally crews head across to the beautiful Isle of Mull for the
penultimate round of the Carnegie Fuels Scottish Tarmack Rally Championship. Everyone is hoping
that the weather will be kind after the recent storm and that this iconic event lives up to it's
reputation, providing some of the best rallying in the world. A few Championship positions to be
improved upon, or maintained, so it will be interesting to see whether "full-on attack mode" or "aim
for a finish" will be deployed.

This event is also the 3™ and final round of the West Coast Challenge which is awarded to the highest
placed driver & co-driver upon successful completion of the 3 West Coast Events, Argyll Stages,
Mach1 Stages and the Mull Rally.

We wish everybody a safe and enjoyable event and thank all event and championship sponsors for
their support and anybody requiring Carnegie Fuels Scottish Tarmack Rally Championship decals,
Trix Grant will be armed with some at scrutineering on Thursday & Friday

Car 10 - Ross Hunter/Chris Dodds (Peugeot 208 Rally 4)
Leading off the list of STRC registered crews with top 10 seeding, this pair have a great opportunity
to improve on their 9th place from last year's Mull Rally.

Car 15 - Des Campbell/Rhys Donaldson (Peugeot 206)

Time for the big one!!l Mull!! Crazy high seeding which is a bit of a worry, but let’s see. Difficult
event this, it’s too big and expensive to just concentrate on the championship points, we need to
Go for Gold! Prep is coming on well - it’ll soon be time! | also massively applaud team Wilson (Car
111) for digging deep and not giving up on their quest to win the STRC and coming over to Mull.
Rhys is looking for a solid run as it’s his first time on Mull, have some fun and enjoy the week

Car 20 -Michael Harbour/Cameron Dunn (Ford Fiesta R5)
Had a successful pre Mull test at Ceredigion. Always look forward to Mull, it’s the first rally of the
year we book up for. Fingers crossed for a strong run with our good seeding.

Car 21 - Alan Gardiner/Ashleigh Will (Ford Escort Mk1)
The crew have only communicated via message so far - so it’ll be good to actually meet in person
- haha!

Car 26 - Joe McKeand/Charlotte McDowall (Subaru Impreza)
Looking forward to the event, although gutted to be missing the Gribun stage. Fingers crossed for
some dry weather!

Car 31 - John Marshall/Craig Wallace (BMW E30 M3)
Fresh from their shakedown at the McRae Rally Challenge, this pair are keen to tackle the Mull
Stages once again and hopefully improve on their 2024 result.
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Car 36 - Martyn Douglas/Mark Thurley (Ford Fiesta R2)

Looking forward to attending Mull Rally again for our 3rd year in a row. The car’s ready and we’re
currently on island getting some recce done. Keen to get back in the car after a fun weekend at
Knockhill for the McRae Challenge. Hoping for a clean run and decent finish, if we manage to keep
our seeding of 36 as our finishing place I'll be more than happy!

Car 47 - Owen Paterson/Clare Fraser (Subaru GC8)

New engine, new gearbox, new navigator, first time driving on Mull - it will be a wild ride! We're
going out for a good weekend, to learn the car, learn the island, and hopefully come away with a
clean and decent result.

Car 48 - Alan Scott/Rachel Matheson (MG ZR)
Hoping to get the car all sorted with everything being last minute as always! A few late nights yet
to get us to the start line but I’'m sure we will manage!!

Car 51 - Jim McDowall/Shona Hale (Subaru Impreza)

Jimbo and | are looking forward to our wee hurl round the island. Looking to defend our Group N
win of 2023 for the Rallytech Trophy but not sure if that's gonna work out as we seem to be in the
same Class as the non-Group N cars with clicky boxes. As Jim has done Mull 9 million times, Shona
did think of saving some money and not buying new notes, but chickened out and succumbed! Freed
from his Scrutineering duties this year, we are out for fun and a finish — in that order! * FEVER*

Car 52 - Ross MacDonald/Matthew Johnstone (Peugeot 208 Rally 4)

Hoping prep has been going to plan as it's all in the (very capable) hands of Scott at G&M! Looking
forward to getting back out after our off at the Grampian . Confidence is a bit low so it will be a
conservative drive around the island | feel!

Car 57 - Martin Crombie/Peter Carstairs (Mitsubishi Evo 7)
Really looking forward to be back on Mull, especially after what the organisers and the islanders
have had to overcome due to Gribun landslide. It’s a fantastic event.

Car 63 - Gavin Lloyd/Gordon Clark (Vauxhall Nova)

It's been a trying couple of weeks as | thought we only had a few jobs to tackle after Arbroath, but
the little jobs all seemed to turn into bigger ones. Should be ready for the ferry on Wednesday,
though. I'm looking forward to only my second time driving on Mull. Car 71 - Paul Daniel/Robert
Wood (Ford Escort RS1800) First time doing Mull and first time sitting with Paul in his historic
Escort. Looking forward to the challenge and hoping for a good weekend.

Car 72 - Fraser MacNicol/Charlie MacKenzie (Ford Escort Mk2 RS1800)

Have had a few issues with the Historic spec RS1800 with a vibration in the front, new hubs and
bearings fitted now. Tommy MacKay will have her good to go! Looking forward to getting to Mull
and getting back out rallying, having only done Kinloss and the Jim Clark Rally this year. Hoping to
get a good run and learning the historic car a bit more

Car 73 - Bobby MacDonald/Martin Maccabe (Subaru Impreza)

Looking to gain a good few points so hopefully the crew can stay in the top 3 overall of the STRC.
Car ready, crew almost ready. We are looking forward to it this year, but hoping for no biblical rain
like last year and a nice trouble-free run!

Car 80 - Sarah Hunter/James Bones Braithwaite (Ford Fiesta R2T)

Sarah will be hoping for some better luck following her (very public) roll at Knockhill on the McRae
Challenge. It's been a hectic couple of weeks for the Team getting everything ready but they've
done it! Good to see Sarah getting back out there and flying the flag for the STRC lady drivers!

Car 81 - Cammy Williamson/Fiona Moir (Subaru Impreza)

Fresh from their successful "warm up" trip to Wexford last month, the crew are looking forward to
competing on Mull. This is virtually a "home" event for both so the main aim is to get to the finish,
but also to have some fun!

STRC 25 10 05 pre-event report Mull Rally v1



Car 84 - Finn Thomasson/Simon Thomasson
Really looking forward to Mull this year - just hope we have a dry and sunny weekend and all goes
to plan! Good luck to all!

Car 85 - Steven O'Donnell/lan MacDougall (Ford Escort Mk2)

Looking forward to this one, it's the home event with some great stages. Unfortunately, we haven't
managed any other events this year with the car having a fair bit of work done and a new engine
installed. Was planning something before Mull but time ran away and still had a list of jobs to finish
on the car. Hopefully have a go at a full STRC campaign next year.

Car 94 - Cole Hastings/TBA (MG ZR)
At time of writing Cole has no co-driver listed, so hoping he has managed to resolve this and has a
trouble-free event.

Car 99 - Alasdair Ingram/Bernard McSweeney (Honda EK4)

Unbelievably, the car is in one piece and ready to rock, apart from the now serviced fire
extinguishers due up very soon by Questmead. Looking forward to a good blast round the Island.
The car has been fully serviced and is in good shape for the event.

Car 105 - Wattie Warrick/Darrell Clark (Peugeot 206 GTi)

After a good finish at Condor but with a door bashed in, we are both looking forward to Mull. Prep
is going well and it will be the navigators first time there and the driver’s 7th time doing it, but really
looking forward to it.

Car 106 Scott MacDonald/Angus MacNeil (Subaru Impreza WRX)
All go with rally prep, bigger brakes fitted and hoping for a good run. Work commitments have held
me back a bit this year but all being well, we will get to Kinloss at the start of November too.

Car 107 - Graham MacDonald/Claire Tilley (Ford Escort Mk2)

Have had some late nights in the garage with refitting the engine after getting a rebuild and some
modifications. Hopefully the car will go a bit better now. We are nearly ready to start loading up
and making our way across. Looking forward to it!

Car 111 - James Wilson/Rebecca Wilson (MG ZR)

We are looking forward to our first time competing on Mull. We’re just going out to have some fun,
no heroics - and a finish! We've been busy since Condor repairing the gearbox and a few other
issues we found, a few more late ones and hopefully we will be good to go!

Car 112 - Charlie Knight/Laurence Knight (Suzuki Swift GTi 1300)

Looking forward to this, my home event as it means a lot to me. We did it last year, but ended up
with a gearbox failure. Let's hope that doesn't happen again. It would be great to get a finish and
some more championship points.

Car 120 - Kenny Watt/Gail Whyte (Leyland Mini)

Super excited (with a wee bit of nerves!) to be heading to Mull for the first time as a co-driver and
sitting with Kenny in the Wee Red Mini! Honestly, | couldn’t ask for a better way to make my debut.
It's something I've dreamed of doing ever since | first came to spectate — the atmosphere, the
people, the passion... the Mull buzz really is something else! Can’t wait to get stuck in and finally
experience this legendary event from the inside. Let’s do this!

Car 122 - Norma J Walker/Lindsey Crombie (Peugeot 205)

Only Norma's second competitive visit to Mull and Lindsey's first (according to eWRC) having only
done a few single venue events together. The pair will be hoping to make steady progress up the
leaderboard.

Car 123 - Fraser MacLeod/Eoghan Anderson (Renault Clio)
Fraser's first visit to Mull but he has the experienced Eoghan sitting with him so that should set him
up be in a good position to do well

Good Luck to everyone competing! Shiny side up, please! Thanks, Fiona



Remember, if you have something you'd like to tell the rest of your fellow competitors (pre, or post
event), some craic, some woes, some photos, you can contact Fiona at fiona.moir7@gmail.com or
davidh@foxconstruction.co.uk and you’ll be included in the next report.

Round 10 Autosave Components Kinloss Winter Stages, Kinloss Barracks 1t November

The next, and final round of the Carnegie Fuels Scottish Tarmack Rally Championship is the Kinloss
Stages being organised by www.condormsc.co.uk With a bumper entry, it is going to be a great
climax to the 2025 Championship season and look forward to seeing many of you at this popular
venue.

Carnegie Fuels Gold Card STRC £250 Tyre Voucher 2025

A reminder that all competitors registered for the Carnegie Fuels Scottish Tarmack Rally
Championship who start each event will be entered into a draw for a Carnegie Fuels £250 Tyre
Voucher, so keep your eyes out on the STRC facebook page for the announcement of the lucky
winners.

Awards Night 17t January 2026 Grange Manor, Falkirk

The Championship awards night is a fitting end to the 2025 Championship when we honour award
winners, marshals, officials, sponsors and all those who have contributed to a great rallying year.
We look forward to welcoming you to this event.

Scottish Tarmack Rally Championship 2026

The organising team are already planning for the 2026 season, and as always, we welcome your
thoughts, suggestions and inspirational ideas on how we can make any improvements to the
Championship, so please feel free to drop an email to strc@dunfermlinecarclub.co.uk and one of
the team will come back you.

Keep up to date with all Championship information, points table, reports, event information, on
Sportity STRC24, facebook and www.dunfermlinecarclub.co.uk
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